
ik. Philip Sdwarda 
i;ommuniesbl% ufsetise Canter 
I~. C. box I.85 
ihamblee, Georgia 

i&r Dr. Xdwards: 

1 have been asked to attempt to organic% a sym;~siu2 on "Potentitil Coa- 
tributi.ons of Ucrobiel Geaetics to som: t'roblszs of Z+itie~~oiogyw for the 
1955 &I3 meting which is scheduled for &y 8 - 12 11% k+ York Lity. 

I believe that a discussion on the potential significance of newer in- 
formation in tie field of microbial genetics to epidemiological problems would 
be .luite stimulating, ewn though actual experimental evidence for the sf@f- 
icance of some of these phenomena in viva is so far uci:~itt%dly Guite meager. 
f would visualize a symposiu~3 of this t;,p as 8 series of, I hop, eonslructLve 
speculations based on experimental data in vitro and, if svsilable, in viva 
which sh.,uld be revieved to a sufficient extent to give the ao;l-skecialiat %o;iie 
Lie:a about the pheh~~~ena that are being disoussed. Naturally, ixl discussing 
any epidemiological problem the role of the host cannot be minimized, but I 
thought that for the ~url~jose of this particular symposium, we could restrict 
ourselvcas to a discussion of ptential changes in the prasite population. 

It seems to me that the following sp~&ers iltnd titles might best serve 
this purpose: 

(1) Braun, 2. ABacteri8l population changes (mutation and selection) 
and epidtmiology." 

(2) Garber, E. "Aumtrophy and epidemiolog;~-.R 

(3) ~iotohkiss, 8. or Austrian, pi. 'Transformation and epidenio1ogp." 

(4) kdwards, k . "Weoombination and transduction in relation to 
ej$demiology." 

(5) Bryson, V. or Finland, M, “Epidemiological considerations baaed 
on studies of antibiotio resistance." 

In some preliminary correspondence with Dr. J. Lederbarg, who ~unfortun- 
at&y will not be able to attend the meeting, Joshua first suggested that 1 
ask you %o participate in tiis synarjosiurn and 1 r8gard this as b most axcellent 
suggestion. 1 feel that your participation would s:,hsnce the value of such a 
syxqosium significantly because aside from your unique exI;erience in relation 



0 . to ttie exg;erimental and theoretical aspset f the problem you wonld aili us 
in avoiiiing a too one-sided balance in favor of those whose background is pri- 
mrily on the genetic side. 1 recognizcer that your primary experimentnl inter- 
est has been in problems of transduution. Bowever, I believe thst the gotentinl 
significanae of reoolabination as revealed in the &. &&& stu3iss should not be 
neglected entirely on suoh a program 'iberefore, I would like to ask you 
whether, in cam of acceptance, you vould be willing to briefly discuss reoof%- 
bination too, or whether you would prefer to have these closely related mstt@rs 
discussed by someone like Dr. Xleck Bernstein of Dr. iederberg's group. 

kleaee let me how as soon as pesibls whdher you would be willing to 
participate in such c\ syqasium and whether yoii have my ad.litionaI sug&estions 
regardi% organization, speakers and topfce. Should you be willing to pm%&- 
ipate, and I sincerely hope so, I would suggest that all of us exchange, at an 
early date, a very brief outlines of material to be oovered, so that we migat 
avoid overlqping disoussiona. 

Keith best rqprdpl, 

Sincerely, 

ctoj m. Ledarberg 
Dr. Catfin 


